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Case study of the Teochew Chinese Community and the Role of
the

Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation, Nakhon Sawan
Province

The evidence of the long-standing and continuous relationship of
Chinese residents in Thailand dates back to the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya,
Thonburi, and Rattanakosin eras. There are several reasons for their
migration, such as population issues in China, difficult living conditions,
poverty, droughts, economic problems, and political issues, among others.

Chinese immigrants arrived in Thailand via large junks, following
routes along the Chao Phraya River, Tha Chin River, and Mae Klong River.
These immigrants established settlements in major cities such as Chonburi,
Chanthaburi, Bangkok, and Chachoengsao, among others. The areas of
Sampheng and Yaowarat in Bangkok became significant Chinese
communities, which are older and more enduring than Bangkok itself. During
the reigns of King Rama III to King Rama V, there was an expansion of the
Chinese community in these areas (Chantavanich, 2007). According to
academic documents by G. William Skinner, statistical records indicate that
around 1917, the Chinese population in Thailand was substantial. The
majority were Teochew, followed by Hokkien, Hainanese, Cantonese, and
Hakka Chinese, respectively (Kongprakob, 2017).

The migration of Chinese people is closely related to kinship and
social networks among the Chinese. When Chinese people migrated to
different territories, they often chose to relocate to communities where many
members of their own ethnic group lived or played a significant role
(Kaewmuang et al., 1999). These kinship and linguistic networks among
overseas Chinese facilitated cross-border business operations. Such
relationships fostered trust and allowed for the rapid flow of commercial
information within the network. Combined with knowledge of local cultures,
these factors promoted trade cooperation between emerging economies,
where trade regulations were still weak. Overseas Chinese labor significantly
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contributed to the economic and industrial development of colonial countries,
which were experiencing labor shortages.

Since their migration from overseas during the reign of King Rama V
up to the present day, overseas Chinese have continuously flowed in and out
of Thailand for over 100 years. They have been a significant economic and
cultural force in the country. With their distinctive group formation, they have
organized themselves into trade and social organizations based on clan
affiliations, local origins, dialects, and charitable organizations. This structure
has allowed teachings, beliefs, traditions, and practices to be passed down
through generations. A notable characteristic of those of Chinese descent is
their diligence and perseverance, enabling many to establish and grow their
own businesses, some of which have expanded into large enterprises. From
all the aforementioned aspects, one prominent feature of the group formation
and business practices of the Chinese community is social capital, which has
been a crucial force in strengthening and ensuring the success of their
businesses.

The cultural history and migration of all Chinese linguistic groups,
including Hokkien, Teochew, Cantonese, Hainanese, and Hakka, whether they
were Chinese immigrants or their descendants born in Thailand (Thai-
Chinese), reflect their adaptation and way of life within Thai society through
various periods and under different ruling classes. They have managed to align
themselves with government policies throughout different eras, being flexible
with local conditions and regulations, and harmonizing their interests with
those of the Thai authorities.

The Chinese have also been pioneers in trade routes and business,
supported by external Chinese capital. While transitions over time might have
impacted their way of life, these changes have not hindered the preservation
of their traditional lifestyles. For instance, since the end of World War 11, the
distinct Chinese identity of the overseas Chinese has remained evident in
social, cultural, and economic practices, which continue to play a significant
role to this day. The Chinese community has adjusted certain aspects of its
cultural identity and lifestyle to ensure that their Chineseness does not hinder
coexistence with the Thai people. This cultural integration has become so
seamless that the Chinese have become an integral part of Thai history.
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The evolving identity of the Teochew Chinese community in the
Paknampho Market reflects the impact of economic development on social
and cultural changes among the newer generations of Thai-Chinese. Initially,
Paknampho Market was a community inhabited and worked in by overseas
Chinese immigrants who maintained traditional Chinese social and cultural
ways of life. However, these traditional characteristics have been influenced
by both tangible and intangible changes. The original formation of the
Teochew Chinese community, based on family names, kinship, and shared
localities from different cities in Guangdong Province, China, has
transformed. In the past, groups were organized based on hometown districts,
such as Pow Leng, Meiwou, and Tie Ann, to support fellow overseas Chinese
who had migrated to Paknampho Market. This mutual support involved
fundraising to assist each other and activities such as social gatherings,
community savings group and charitable work. These activities formed the
foundation for new ideologies and objectives within charitable foundations.
The concept of repaying the land of residence, embraced by descendants of
overseas Chinese ancestors, has evolved. The role of Chinese organizations
established by later generations; such Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation
reflects this transformation in the social use of space within the Teochew
Chinese community. These changes are evident in how the community's
functions and collective ideologies have adapted over time.

The study of the history and changes in the use of social space by the
Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation, an influential Chinese organization
with strong ties to the Chinese community in Nakhon Sawan Province, is of
significant interest. This research focuses on the role and operations of the
Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation, aiming to understand its history and
the transformation of social space usage. The objective is to conserve, restore,
and continue Teochew Chinese traditions and culture within the Chinese
community in Nakhon Sawan. This will be examined through the lives and
work of descendants of overseas Chinese in the present day
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Oral history of the Teochew Chinese Community in Paknampho Market

According to the academic documents by G. William Skinner, statistical data
indicates that around 1917, there was a substantial Chinese population in
Thailand. The majority were Teochew, followed by Hokkien, Hainanese,
Cantonese, and lastly, Hakka. Besides residing in Bangkok, some of these
Chinese people also lived in other areas of Thailand, particularly in Nakon
Sawan Province.

Paknampho Market in Nakon Sawan Province is one of the oldest Chinese
settlements in Thailand. It is situated along the Nan and Ping Rivers, with
Kosi and Sawanwithi Roads serving as the main thoroughfares through the
market area. Due to its strategic location near transportation routes both by
water and rail, Paknampho Market became a significant residential and
economic hub.

The Chinese community that emerged in Nakhon Sawan organized
itself according to linguistic groups, fostering relationships based on shared
language or clan affiliations from the same locality. The Chinese in Nakhon
Sawan can be categorized into five major linguistic groups: Teochew,
Cantonese, Hainanese, Hakka (Kae), and Hokkien. According to accounts of
their migration to Nakhon Sawan, the Teochew Chinese are the largest
Chinese group in Thailand. Their migration to Thailand was driven by famine
and political issues in China. The journey to Thailand was arduous, often
involving crowded and lengthy sea voyages.

Notably, Mr. Namchai Angsuthan and Mr. Panya Tonapiwat narrated
the migration to Nakhon Sawan, offering insightful reflections on the
migration history and the social conditions of Paknampho Market in the past.

"In 1947, I traveled to Thailand, arriving by ship at the Khlong Toei
port. The reason for coming to Thailand was to find work and send money
back to support my family in China. Originally, I did not intend to stay long
or settle in Thailand, but I have now been here for 68 years. I migrated from
China to Nakhon Sawan, following an invitation from relatives. My family
came to live with my uncle (my father's older brother), and we started a soy
sauce factory, which has since been inherited and expanded to what it is today,
the Ji Sae Soy Sauce Factory. I remember the journey well. We traveled from
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Kik Ie village, took a boat to Shantou, with approximately 400 people on
board. The journey by boat from the village to Shantou was about 50
kilometers. When the boat arrived in Thailand, it docked at Ko Sichang in
Chonburi Province for a rest stop. The food on the boat ran out, as there were
about 4,000 people on board. After that, we disembarked at the Khlong Toei
port. I distinctly remember the Poh Teck Tung Foundation providing congee
for the people on the boat. Later, when I arrived in Nakhon Sawan, the city at
that time from Koh Yom to Paknampho Railway Station was filled with
hundreds of rafts and fish sauce factories. On Koh Yom, there was the Tung
Hua Chinese School, originally located there. Before settling in Nakhon
Sawan, I engaged in various occupations, starting with buying radishes and
mustard greens to send to Bangkok. Most Chinese who came to Thailand
began their lives as laborers, having to pay a Chinese labor tax to the
government.

Mpr. Namchai Angsuthan,
Owner of Ji Sae Soy Sauce Factory, Nakhon Sawan

“I traveled to Thailand in 1949. At that time, if [ hadn’t come, I would
have starved to death. However, others who came with me still had rice to eat
at home, even if it was just rice with sweet potato. But my family had nothing.
We discussed among ourselves why we had to escape. If we didn’t, we would
either starve or be conscripted into the military. Before leaving China, we had
to walk from our village to Shantou. Back then, the roads were not as
convenient as they are now. There were no major roads to walk on; we had
to trek along the hillsides. When we reached Shantou, we waited to board the
ship. The ship we boarded was originally a cargo ship, modified to carry
passengers. There were over 2,000 people packed tightly, like sardines or pigs
crammed together. The journey from Shantou to Thailand took about a week.
| was 9 years old, or 10 by Chinese age reckoning, when | traveled with my
mother, father, four brothers, and a newborn sister who was only 29 days old.
The whole family embarked on the journey to Thailand. When we
disembarked, the Poh Teck Tung Foundation provided us with our first bowls
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of congee, which I remember as incredibly delicious. It was our first encounter
with the kindness of the Poh Teck Tung Foundation. | grew up in Phetchaburi
and traveled to several places. | once lived in Lampang and eventually settled
in Nakhon Sawan, where | have lived for 52 years."

Mpr. Panya Tonapiwat,

Former President of the Nakhon Sawan Press Association

The oral histories from the elders of Paknampho Market offer a
fascinating reflection of the living conditions in the Teochew Chinese
community. These narratives provide insight into their occupations,
lifestyles, and the everyday lives of people in the past.

"In the past, the Chinese community was bustling, especially around
the areas known as the Red Building, Yellow Building, and White Building,
which were central to the Chinese community market. Near Wat Pho Market,
there was a neighborhood filled with restaurants. Back then, the Chinese New
Year celebrations lasted for 12 days, featuring Chinese opera and other
entertainment along the beach area. People would compete for spots on mats
to watch the opera. I remember as a child that water was stored along the
beach for drinking, and it was very clear. My grandmother's family originally
ran a store in the Red Building, selling rice and various prepared foods like
pickled vegetables. The Yellow Building area was a market for selling cloth,
sarongs, elderly clothing, and blankets. The White Building housed a hotel,
and the southern part of the Red Building near Chun Hong Market was once
the Yellow Building Hotel. The lower floors operated as a market, while the
upper floors served as a hotel with a rooftop offering river views, making it a
suitable venue for events. The Chao Phraya Finance Building used to be the
White Building Hotel."

Mprs. Jongkol Yonpinich,

The first person to be enshrined as Guan Yin
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The social space serves as a reflection of economic, social and cultural
changes. It is a connecting area that fosters relationships within the
Teochew Chinese trading community, shrines, Chinese associations, and
the Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation.

The Chinese immigrants who settled in the Paknampho Market area
formed close-knit communities based on their regional dialects. The market
saw a significant number of Teochew Chinese settlers, who collectively
established the ‘Na Pha Goddess Shrine’, an ancient shrine of Paknampho
Market. There i1s no documented evidence or written record of when this
shrine was constructed. It is located on Kosi Road, north of Paknampho
Market, along the Ping River. The name ‘Na Pha’ derives from the original
location of the shrine, which was situated on a steep rocky cliff by the Ping
River. Villagers called it ‘Na Pha’ due to this characteristic. A piece of black
sandalwood, one foot wide and two feet tall, was found carved into the image
of a goddess, along with other carved wooden figures in the rock crevices.
This figure was then ceremoniously brought to the location, and a small
temporary wooden shrine was built by the river. Later, the land was acquired
from the local villagers to establish a permanent shrine, which has since been
developed and renovated. Today, the goddess image has been sculpted and
adorned in Chinese-style attire, and the site is now known as the ‘Na Pha
Goddess Shrine’.

The villagers of Paknampho Market express their reverence and belief
in the profound sanctity of the sacred shrine. Those traveling by boat,
especially when passing in front of the cliff, must pay homage and request
safe passage. The architectural design of the new shrine is a result of the
collaboration among local people and traders in Nakhon Sawan Province,
serving as a permanent sanctuary for the protection and safety of the local
residents. Within the shrine, there are several prominent deities worshipped,
including Na Pha Goddess Shrine, Pueng Thao Ma, Chaomae Thong Dam
(Thongsuk), Chaopho Khwae Yai (Guardian Spirit Deity), Pueng Thao Kong,
Guan Yu (Guan Yu Ti Kung), Chaomae Sawan, Chaopho Chui and Chu, Cai
Shen Ye and Chaopho Tai Sui Ye.
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Figure 1 Na Pha Goddess Shrine, Chaopho Khwae Yai (Guardian Spirit
Deity), Pueng Thao Kong, Chaomae Thong Dam (Thongsuk), Guan Yu
(Guan Yu Ti Kung)

The Na Pha Goddess Shrine holds significant importance as a Teochew
Deity Shrine.

The Teochew Chinese community is known for its adherence to
traditional cultural and religious customs, which lends significant importance
to Chinese deity shrines among them. Within the Paknampho Market, there
are several ancient Chinese shrines established as centers of spiritual devotion
for the Teochew community. These shrines are utilized for conducting
ceremonies based on deeply rooted beliefs passed down through generations.
Beyond serving as spiritual anchors, these shrines also function as meeting
places for social interaction and exchange of ideas among the Teochew
people. As the Teochew community establishes permanent residences and
stabilizes their livelihoods, they often form clubs, associations, and
foundations to provide mutual support in various aspects such as livelihood,
welfare, and community development. These organizations also serve as hubs
for disseminating information and organizing beneficial activities for Thai
society as a whole.
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Chinese shrines also reflect the ‘Chinese identity’ of the Chinese
descendants in the Paknampho Market, as they worship and seek blessings
from the gods to bring success, good fortune, and wealth to those who come
to pay their respects and ask for blessings. The ‘Chinese identity’ from the
shrine, in terms of cultural symbolism, has become a ‘common ground’ for
the descendants of the Chinese and a ‘common point’ for residents and tourists
visiting Nakhon Sawan Province, who would stop by to pay their respects, ask
for blessings, and worship the gods at the Na Pha Goddess Shrine.

Since the changes in Thailand's economy following World War II, the
Paknampho Market in Nakhon Sawan has experienced significant
development and rapid expansion. This growth can be attributed to the
prevailing trends and preferences, which have influenced changes in the
economic structure and lifestyles of the Nakhon Sawan residents. The
transition has been from a subsistence economy and small-scale trading
towards a more commercial economy and internal industrialization within the
city and its communities.

Based on the analysis of interviews and accounts from the elderly
Chinese community in the Paknampho Market, as well as the study of social
organization units established in the area, it becomes evident that significant
transformations have occurred. These transformations are particularly
noticeable in the formation of new Chinese associations that have replaced
traditional philanthropic practices based on linguistic groups. The Paknampho
Prachanukroh Foundation was established as a pivotal organization to aid
overseas Chinese or those who migrated to Nakhon Sawan for work and
settlement.

“This foundation originated from the collective efforts of the Chinese
community in the Paknampho Market, consisting of five major linguistic
groups: the Teochew (the largest group), followed by the Hakka, Cantonese,
Hainanese, and the Hokkien (the smallest group). The foundation brought
together leaders from these five linguistic groups to collaborate, fostering
unity and recognition among the overseas Chinese community. The shared
goal was to ensure that once the overseas Chinese achieved a stable
livelihood, they would focus on contributing to the common good. The primary
objectives of the foundation included educational initiatives, assisting the
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impoverished, and founding charitable institutions. The foundation's
inception was spearheaded by affluent merchants in the market, who formed
what was known as the "Five-language Society” (NGOW-SOK). Over time, the
foundation expanded its scope and garnered increased support from the
broader community. The operational model also evolved, with foundation
committee members now being elected based on their knowledge, skills, and
dedication to communal service. This democratic approach to leadership
selection has further cemented the foundation's role in providing significant
benefits to society, reflecting the collaborative spirit and altruistic values of
the Chinese community in Pak Nam Pho.”

Mpr. Panya Tonapiwat, an advisor to the board of directors of the
Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation

Social, cultural, and economic changes have necessitated the adaptation
of Chinese associations and organizations in their roles, objectives, and forms
to align with contemporary advancements and the progress of the community.
Despite these transformations, there remains a concerted effort among the
younger generations to reflect the cultural identity of their respective
linguistic groups through the activities of these organizations. For example,
Pisarn Prommasawat, the manager of the Tian An Chinese Association in
Nakhon Sawan, provides the following account:

“The Teochew province is located in Guangdong, China. Historically,
the Teochew people in the Paknampho market area of Nakhon Sawan formed
tightly-knit communities based on their shared village origins. While the
original members who founded our community based on shared village
origins have passed away, the association's role has transitioned. Today, we
partner with Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation, providing advisory
services for ceremonial affairs. Our work ensures the continuity of Chinese
cultural practices, especially through writing Chinese characters for
blessings in weddings and condolences in funerals, such as 'You raised me
well; I have yet to repay you. Rest in peace, Father.’ This is a common practice
in funeral ceremonies, traditional rites such as the Gong Teck are conducted,
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demonstrating respect and adherence to Chinese customs such as the 'Ting-

 »

Kra-Jard Ceremony’.

Pisarn Prommasawat,
the manager of the Tian An Chinese Association in Nakhon Sawan,

Advisor to the President of the Music Promotion
Association of the Chaopho Chaomae Paknampho

Advisor for Ceremonial Affairs at Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation

The status of social capital and its impact on the economic and social
strength of Nakhon Sawan Province

The dimension of foundational alignment refers to the plans or
guidelines adopted as standards for behavior that society considers good and
appropriate. It encompasses norms, standards, or conventions set by society
that are accepted as proper and correct conduct. In the dimension of
foundational alignment, behaviors are largely manifested in acts of kindness,
adherence to rules, and the preservation of cultural heritage and traditions of
the community. This includes admirable values in life such as gratitude
towards benefactors, respect for parents, reverence for the elderly, charitable
giving, Ting-Kra-Jard Ceremony, sacrifice, and honesty.

In the dimension of trustworthiness, it is found that trust and
confidence are the foundations of interpersonal relationships within the
community. This is evident in the form of mutually beneficial relationships
where individuals extend credit to each other. Given that the Chinese
community of Pak Nam Pho has been engaged in trade for a long time, credit
is essential in commerce. However, trust and confidence can only be
established through mutual honesty between trading partners. Members of
the community demonstrate a high level of mutual trust, engaging in
collaborative activities. There is also a considerable level of trust in the
community's financial management. For instance, when organizing events,
the community's working committee collects funds from its members, which
are then managed by the association or committee responsible.
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The dimension of networking refers to the interconnections and bonds
between individuals, which are formed within families, relatives, friends,
acquaintances, and colleagues within organizations. It involves collaborative
work formats or committees that come together to work for the collective good
without seeking personal benefits. Networking among individuals in society,
activity groups, professional organizations, or various social institutions
fosters mutual support and collaboration.

Figure 2 The office of Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation situated in Pak
Nam Pho Subdistrict, Mueang Nakhon Sawan District, Nakhon Sawan
Province, beside Crematorium at Wat Nakhon Sawan, the royal temple

» The original office was housed in a wooden building.
Subsequently, a shrine was constructed to facilitate
religious ceremonies and rituals in the significant
cultural traditions of the Chinese community. These
include the Ting-Kra-Jard Ceremony, the Qingming
Festival (Ancestor Worship), the Chinese New Year, and
the ritual of paying respects to deities, as well as the
procession of the Paknampho deities.

» A four-story, two-winged school building was
constructed, along with a large meeting hall capable of
hosting banquets for both Thai and Chinese
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communities. Additionally, it serves as a covered sports
field. The school occupies a total area of 36 acres.

» A pavilion and a rubber-paved road were constructed
leading to the cemetery of the Paknampho Prachanukroh
Foundation.

» A playground was constructed at the foundation's
premises to provide children with a space for physical
activity and to facilitate convenient access for students to
come and study.

» In the realm of education, the foundation pursued the
registration as a Chinese language school to uphold and
preserve the Chinese language and culture, aligning with
the philanthropic ethos of the foundation to serve the
public without segregation.

» The foundation extends its aid to various provinces such
as Tak, Phitsanulok, Phichit, Phetchabun, Tanpan Hin,
Ban Phachi, Sukhothai, and Kamphaeng Phet and
neighboring areas such as Takhli and Tha Sut.
Additionally, in times of natural disasters like floods and
landslides, the foundation dispatches relief efforts
regularly, such as during the southern region's flooding
crisis in the past.

For the past 64 years of managing and operating the Paknampho
Charity Foundation (officially established in 1960), it has been a collaborative
philanthropic effort led by leaders of the four Chinese organizations:
representatives from the Tiew Nahm Association, the Kwong Siew
Association, and the Hakka Association, who work together as the
foundation's committee. Emphasizing altruism without seeking personal gain,
the foundation focuses on benefiting the community, particularly in the areas
of education, welfare, and assistance to the underprivileged.

In terms of charitable activities, these include disaster relief, aid
provision, funeral donations, burial services, and conducting religious
ceremonies without charge for the less fortunate. The foundation also
regularly visits and provides support to the elderly, organizes auspicious
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events, funerals, and charitable activities. Every member of the foundation's
staff dedicates themselves wholeheartedly, ensuring no delay in fulfilling their
duties. They understand that dedicating oneself to society is akin to public
service. The board members and executives of the foundation have actively
contributed and collaborated with all sectors of Nakhon Sawan Province.
Their efforts are characterized by dedication, ability, and selflessness, all
aimed at serving philanthropic purposes wholeheartedly.

Figure 3 The adherence to customs by descendants of the Chinese community
for the preservation of cultural heritage and traditional customs,
encompassing admirable life values.

Achievements that have brought pride to the Paknampho
Prachanukroh Foundation include:

e The provision of aid and relief to disaster victims and
various underprivileged individuals includes distributing
consumable goods, rice, bottled water, and donating
coffins, among other items.

e Supporting public welfare activities involves
coordinating cooperation and soliciting assistance from
other organizations for support, such as the Poh Teck
Tung Foundation and the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration.

e Providing assistance and support to impoverished
families and those in need in managing funeral
arrangements, including funeral services, and donating
coffins and burial plots for the underprivileged.
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e Supporting educational initiatives in Chinese language
and culture for the descendants of the populace in
Nakhon Sawan Province.

e Training and instilling religious beliefs (Kong Jiew) and
organizing cultural and traditional Chinese festivals and
activities to help students learn about their roots and the
culture of Nakhon Sawan Province. Initiatives also
include teacher exchanges for Chinese language
instruction from the Chinese Association in the province.

Figure 4 Activities aimed at developing education and enhancing the
skills and abilities of students at Paknampho Prachanukroh School, which is
a cooperative school providing education from Grade 1 to Grade 9.
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Figure 5 Charitable activities and assistance for the underprivileged in
Nakhon Sawan Province
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The role of the Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation, which has an
impact on the economic and socio-cultural aspects of the local community in
Nakhon Sawan Province, has been significant for the past several decades,
since there was migration into Thailand from the same village and clan. This
shared origin fosters a sense of camaraderie, mutual concern, support, and
assistance both formally and informally. For instance, the creation of
community groups from the same village to engage in various public activities
together, or the establishment of networks collectively, reflects a willingness
to sacrifice for the collective benefit under the auspices of the five Chinese
dialect groups, officially represented by the Paknampho Prachanukroh
Foundation.

The role of the Paknampho Prachanukroh Foundation in relation to
Chinese cultural traditions and the procession of the Paknampho Shrine in
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Nakhon Sawan Province can be described as significant. The Hakka Chinese
community maintains various cultural traditions and customs with steadfast
devotion, rooted in practices, beliefs, philosophies, and ideologies. For
instance, the Taoist doctrine emphasizes ritualistic ceremonies, worship of
deities, and a return to nature, while the Confucian doctrine focuses on
interpersonal relationships within society, such as parent-child and
hierarchical relationships. Additionally, the Mahayana Buddhist religion
emphasizes the philosophy of sacrifice and upholding various customs and
traditions that have been practiced and adhered to by the Paknampho Chinese
community from birth until death. These include traditional Chinese wedding
ceremonies, funeral rites (Gong Teck), and especially the worship festival
during the Chinese New Year period. Nakhon Sawan Province stands out for
its rich Chinese culture, hosting grand traditional ceremonies, notably the
procession for the Paknampho Spirit Shrine during the Chinese New Year,
supported and preserved through efforts to organize and maintain the
procession. This event reflects the unity and collaborative spirit of all sectors
in Nakhon Sawan Province, portraying a continuous and enduring reflection
of Chinese culture and traditions.

.....................................................
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